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Information and Membership Form

DESCRIPTION 

A collective formed for the protection of the environment and the fostering of the dive industry, by members of the dive industry, in Subic Bay. 

Comprising various members of the Subic Bay Dive Industry – from dive rental outfits, commercial dive facilities, tourist facilities, the local recompression chamber, to local governmental units.

MISSION

The group is committed to the PROTECTION, PRESERVATION and PROMOTION of Subic Bay. It’s specific goals and objectives include:

Protection

Improving awareness of the Environment and issues that affect Subic Bay.

Assisting law enforcement with their day-to-day activities and its relationship with the local community.

Preservation

To protect valuable underwater sites such as coral reefs, sea grass beds and historic shipwrecks in Subic Bay. By monitoring these sites, developing mooring buoy systems, and conducting regular beach and underwater ‘cleanup’s’ in order to protect the environment and increase the aesthetic appearance of Subic Bays’ dive spots.

To develop and implement marine rescue training to provide an efficient response for dive related emergencies. 

To assist the Subic Bay Recompression Chamber in its function to ensure that diving in Subic Bay is backed up by a first class medical support.

Promotion

To promote and develop the dive industry of Subic Bay for the benefit of dive operators and the local community.

SUPPORTING AND GOVERNING LEGLISLATION

2002: The Subic Bay Marine Conservation Areas: Rules and Regulations. Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority - Ecology Center, March 08, 2002.
Some achievements of SBDA so far: 

The establishment of a Mooring Buoy System to minimize contact of fragile reef, wreck and sea grass beds with boats and their anchors. Buoys are designed to withstand high seas, avoid damage by ships and be inconspicuous so as to not detract from the view. Mooring systems are supplied, installed and are maintained by SBDA members.

Beach and Dive-Site Clean-Ups are regularly held in the Subic Bay area. Cleanup ‘projects’ are undertaken monthly at nominated sites (3 in the last 4 months) whilst ‘own back yard’ clean-ups are undertaken daily by each member at their own location.

In conjunction with the Ecology Department of SBMA, the development and implementation of a registering/licensing procedure and code of conduct for all dive operators in Subic Bay including an identification system of licensed dive vessels so that non-licensed entities can be more easily identified and the facilitation of Ecology Department mandates.

In cooperation with Ecology Dept and the City of Olongapo, facilitating the establishment and maintenance of a rubbish trap on the Kalaklan River to prevent the influx of trash into the bay.

Development of effective Rescue and Response network comprised of experienced divers working in the local area. This team is trained, equipped and ready for 24hr emergency response for a range of emergency scenarios.

Assisting Harbor Patrol in the monitoring for illegal marine activity, adherence to maritime rules and regulations and protection of the natural environment.

Support and development assistance for the Subic Bay Recompression Chamber to ensure that it continues to be a safe and fully functional medical facility that operates to a world-class standard.

Monitoring of dynamite fishing – development of a transducer system, working with the Ecology Dept and Fisheries Aquatic Resources Management Council (FARMC) to document explosive fishing activity, determine where and how much of this fishing pressure is being applied to Subic Bay and quantify what damage is being done to fragile reef and fish stocks.

CRITERIA FOR MEMBERSHIP

Membership to the Subic Bay Dive Association is FREE and obligatory for all businesses that wish to operate in waters of the Subic Bay Freeport Zone. All members must fulfill the following SBMA requirements:

SBDA Members Agree To:

1. Contribute resources for at least ONE underwater cleanup per quarter (where reasonable).

2. Partake in general meetings held on last WEDNESDAY of every month.

3. Offer their facility as a venue for meetings where possible (Hosts are NOT expected to provide drinks or food during these meetings).

4. Attend to a MINIMUM of 6 meetings per year otherwise membership to SBDA and SBMA Dive registration will be withdrawn.
5. Abide by the guidelines set in The Subic Bay Marine Conservation Areas: Rules and Regulations (Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority - Ecology Center, March 08, 2002).
6. Act in good faith and conduct their business in a manner that is constructive and responsible and helps improve the dive industry of Subic Bay.

SBMA Requirements:

1. The applicant must hold an SBMA dive operator registration.

2. The applicant must posses SBMA registration for all dive boats.

3. The applicant’s facility must register their dive masters with SBMA.

Meetings are held at 1000hrs on the last Wednesday of every month. 

Meeting venues are rotated amongst participating members where practicable. Meeting ‘Hosts’ are not required to provide free food or refreshments for participants. The office of the chair will remind the host of the upcoming meeting and will organize the attendees. The office of the chair will also solicit for agenda items prior to this meeting.

Meeting reminders come in the form of emails, with a final follow-up phone call two days, then one day before the meeting.

A representative from each organization is expected to attend each meeting, or an ‘apology of absence’ should be provided to the office of the Chair prior to the meeting.

Member Benefits and Entitlements

· A coordinated dive industry

· Shared publicity and marketing

· Support of fellow dive operators in general operations and during emergencies

· A coordinated legislative and regulatory process that is beneficial to all groups whilst safeguarding the environment

· Access to the Subic Bay Dive Association web group, including it’s database and document archive.

· Instant web contact with all members of the group for advanced information transfer and support.

For more information about this group: 

Please feel free to contact Scott Sharpe at (047) 252 8982 or snsharpe@oceanadventure.com.ph 

Or check out the web-group at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/subicdivers
Information and Membership Form

APPLICANTS NAME:____________________________________________________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________

CONTACT NO.:______________________ CELL. NO.:__________________________

FAX NO.:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________ EMAIL ADDRESS:_____________________ 

WEBSITE:_________________________

DESCRIPTION OF BUSINESS:________________________________________

Is your business registered with SBMA?____________________________________

Do you have dive boats?___________​​​​​_______ If yes, how many?________________

Are they registered with SBMA?_______________

Dive Masters/Instructors Name:______________________ No.:___________________

Can SBDA hold meetings at your facility?_____________________

I ___________________________ on this day of ____________________ agree to:

· Partake in general meetings held on WEDNESDAY month.

· Contribute resources for at least ONE underwater cleanup per quarter (where reasonable).

· Offer my facility as a venue for meetings where possible.

· Attend to a MINIMUM of 6 meetings per year otherwise I am aware that our SBDA and SBMA Dive registrations will be withdrawn.
· Abide by the guidelines set in The Subic Bay Marine Conservation Areas: Rules and Regulations (Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority - Ecology Center, March 08, 2002).
· Act in good faith and conduct their business in a manner that is constructive and responsible and helps improve the dive industry of Subic Bay.

Date:_____________ Print and Sign name: _________________________________
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